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NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT

I am an actor before | am a playwright. The play that made me want to be an actor was August
Osage County- | found the characters to be so compelling, but | knew that the only role | would
get cast as would be Johnna, the housekeeper. Yes, Johnna has a life beyond cleaning the white
family home and problems beyond the family that are very real, but we don’t experience that the
same way we do with the white characters. If | were to be in August, | would have been cast as

Johnna.

| wrote Grandpa Dave because | couldn’t find any contemporary roles that | would want to play,
so | wrote Mia and the Perez family and Dafney. The Perez family isn’t a family based off of their
multi cultural background, they’re not talking about it. | was getting so tired of reading roles for
me where | would be talking about being brown or being brown and oppressed or being brown
and worshiping whiteness or just being ignored.

My heart is in this play. Dafney speaks how | felt when | got to college, really overwhelmed and
really confused. Take from this play: don’t be a hypocrite, don’t be self important, be empathetic,

be kind, talk is cheap.

When we could no longer do the production, | thought it would be dull of me to try and leave the
play as is and try to do it on zoom. So, | rewrote it for Zoom. It’s been amazing working with these
actors who have really pushed through to make this happen. My best friend Kaiya is directing and

has blown my mind and made my world have purpose and sense.

Thank you and please enjoy the show!




MEET THE FAMILY

PAUL BIRTWISTLE (Allan) is a senior studying drama. While
at Bennington he has directed Lewiston, assistant directed
The Christians, and stage managed East Coast Curriculum.
Professionally he has worked on Stupid F**king Bird
(Hubbard Hall), The Price of Thomas Scott (Mint Theater
Company), and Arsenic and Old Lace (Portland Stage
Company). So many thanks to Edie and Kaiya for this
opportunity!

HANNAH BUTCHER (Dylan) is a freshman, intending to
study music, theater, and public action. She is eager to
present this meaningful piece of work in a new medium,
and is really grateful to have been a part of bringing this
wonderful new play to life!

KAROLI ESPARZA (Mia) is planning on studying hip hop
journalism at Bennington in the future. From Little
Village, Chicago, Karoli’s beverage of choice is either
coffee or water. A cup of each, side by side, is her ideal
choice. She thanks Grandpa Dave for everything it is and
isnt!

DEJA HALEY (Dafney) is a student of Black Studies,
Literature and Psychology. Her academic path at
Bennington has been driven by a desire to understand
how we create belonging and community through our
differences. She is grateful to have worked with everyone
involved in Grandpa Dave!
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MEET THE FAMILY

KAIYA KIRK (Director) will earn her BA in theater and black
studies from Bennington College in May 2020. She is a
lifelong lover of theater and has had a myriad of roles in
shows including Good Friday (ASM), The Place We Built
(Aisha), and Everybody (Dramaturg, Friendship). Her
education thus far is dedicated to creating more
equitable, diverse, and inclusive theater practices.

DANIELA NARANJO-ZARATE (Mama, Set Designer) is a
sophomore studying theater and feminist and minority
studies. Aside from assistant stage managing The
Christians and a senior work Around the Fire last year,
this is her first production acting and stage designing for a
Bennington College production. She was extremely
inspired and moved by the work being done both with the
cast and production team, and hopes that Bennington
continues to work and encourage diversity in theater.

EDIE SALAS-MILLER (Playwright) is a senior studying
acting and has spent the past four years at Bennington
trying to establish a solid foundation for theater. Edie was
born and raised in Los Angeles and her family has been
from LA for multiple generations making it very special

and sacred to her. In quarantine, she has picked up
sewing, making miso soup, running, and sleeping a lot.
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MEET THE FAMILY

PAOLA GARZA (Lighting Designer) is a Latinx sophomore studying Visual Arts
at Bennington. She works primarily in photography and animation with a
focus in lighting throughout all her work.

SONISE LUMBACA (Costume Designer) transferred to Bennington College and
is currently a 7th term senior, studying visual and performing arts. She is
originally from New York and currently calls Vermont home.

AMRITA LI NEWTON (Stage Manager) has spent the majority of her time in the
theater on the stage in shows including Stupid Fucking Bird (Nina), Everybody
(Kinship), and The Place We Built (Szuszanna). This was her first time stage
managing and the experience was a wonderful opportunity to say the least.
She wishes all the performers the best for the shows!

HANNAH PEREIRA (Assistant Stage Manager) is a freshman at Bennington
College. She thoroughly enjoyed working with everyone and was honored to

be surrounded by such talented people!
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I RANDPA DAVE

PROGRAM BY AHMAD YASSIR



